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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement of January 28, 2004, please consider the 
following remarks. 

Applicants sincerely thank Examiner Li for the courtesy he extended to the undersigned 
during a telephone conversation on February 26, 2004, during which the pending Restriction 
Requirement was discussed in view of a Preliminary Amendment filed on December 27, 2001. 
The present response is consistent with the Examiner's suggestions during the phone 
conversation. 

Applicants are in receipt of the Restriction Requirement of January 28, 2004, in which the 
Examiner has indicated that claims 1-21 are pending and are subject to a restriction. Applicants 
respectfully point out that they filed a Preliminary Amendment along with the application on 
December 27, 2001, in which claims 1-21 were cancelled and new claims 22-27 were added. 
Applicants enclose a copy of the Preliminary Amendment herewith as Exhibit A for the 
Examiner's convenient reference. The new claims are drawn to antibodies that bind to the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 7, i.e., the subject matter of the invention of Group HI of the 
Restriction Requirement. 
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Applicants hereby reiterate their election of the subject matter of the Group m claims and 
pursue claims directed to that subject matter as introduced in the Preliminary Amendment of 
December 27, 2001. Applicants maintain that the cancellation of the non-elected subject matter 
is without prejudice to, or disclaimer of, said subject matter, and reserve their right to pursue the 
cancelled subject matter in a continuation, divisional, or continuation-in-part application 
claiming priority to the present application. 

No fee is believed due in connection with this response. If this is not correct, please 
charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, to Deposit 
Account No. 07-0630. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 





Sam K. Tahmassebi 
Registration No . 45 , 1 5 1 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 30,313 
(619) 235-8550 



S :\D0CS\SKTASKT-4645 . DOC 
022604 



